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DANTE and VIRGIL

Bythetime DanteAlighieri(12651321) hadfinishedthe fourth cantoof The
Infernandsethis namedownalongsidsix of the al-time greatwriters hehad
alreadylecidedhewaswriting aclassit aworkthat wouldbelovedovertime,
by millions of moreor-lessordinaryreadersand by thousand®f scholars
Exiledfrom Florencen 1302 for his political affiliationsandestrangeéffom
his wife,Dantebegarmworkon his Divine&ComedVhe poemabsorbedlmostall
of his time andenergylts motivatingdeais a simpleone,outrageousisa In
the Easterperiod of 1300 a thirty-fiveyearold Florentine,strugglingwith [ s
failureandapparentlgpiritualdeathis rescuely the shadef the Romarpoet &g .
Virgil. Exactlywhenhe begarseriouslywriting the grandthreepart poemhas
alwaydeendifficult to determingthe year1306 is a frequentlysuggested
possibility),but he seemdo havefinishedThelnferndy 1314, and Paradis
shortlybeforenediedin 1321 It is perhapslifficult to imaginghowevera Dantecouldhavananagetb build
so magnificenan edificeout of soimprobablea literaryidea The resultwasa bookthat begarno betalked
about,knownfrom partsthat seento havecirculatedeforethe whole everbeforeit wasfinished(the first
citationsbeginto be notedaround1315. Within monthsof his deathcommentariasponit begarto be
producedt wasin short,aninstantclassiahefirst of its kindsincev 1 r deneidodayhisDivin€Comeay
widelyconsiderethe mostimportantpoemof the Middle Agesandthe greatesworkin the Italianlanguage




=~ = —F TherardevsurprisawaitintpeeadeftheComedys

= = = — unsettlirapto finda pagapoeservingsa guiden a
=== 1 === ChristiapoenvVirgil (ca 7019 BC) is traditionally
——=—= = = beeronsidetie@ationapiofancieRomsncehdime
=== ofitscompositidiehavperhapgsttesousetbthadea
== 73 —— difficuiofathonDant@eedsfirgilin ordetomakehis

= -  — poemntevantenimoservasacentraharacteit.

i

1)
|

|

|



Hlm § :,i:'.":m;:}ﬁ

STAR-CROSSED IOVERS

WhavadBBeatricd3withmucbfthescholarsamatriticism &
surroundititeDivine Comedytheres consideralddates:
abouhicharactRoberollandaritesy Wamovabsolutel
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yearsutwasaffectbgtheneetintmhecarrieoidovéor

herthroughduslife Thisis believéalbeBeatrideortinari,
whalltimatehparriessbmeaisandvhalieattheagef24

B v
Mv-‘.n.‘?”-’-“
e ————
~——

- el
. A T —-
A
-



ALLEGORY

An allegorys a narrative,
whetherprosarversa which
the agentsand actionsand
sometimbessettingswellare
contrivany theauthoto make
coheresgnsmtheo | | tore r @
primanevedfsignificatiamd
at thesamdéimeto signifya
secondgcorrelatearder of
significatidrneraregwomain
types historicahnd political
allegonn whichthecharacters
and actionghat are signified
literallyn theiturnrepreseont,

0 al | ehigtoricgersonage
andeventgndtheallegorgf
ideas,in whichthe literal
characteepresarance@ad
theplot allegorizaa abstract
iIdegAbranandHarphas).




OoThe al l uogedynot of t h

allegory as the commentators urge me to

apply it. | may read this poem as history,

and understand 1t Db
0 Robert Hollander



CANTO |

What is the significance of
season and time of day wijEEaEa.
Dante sets out on his jour .

Why does Dante stop tryings
leave the dark wood, ultimp
falling deeper into despairf

When Virgil arrives, he tell
Dante that he can be his g
through Hell and Purgator
not Heaven.
show Dante Heaven?

Who sends Virgil from the
regions to find Dante? Wh
he or she ask Virgil to do t

Give two examples from a
Il n Cantos |
recurrent use of the numb¢

CANTO Il

What is the significance of
season and time of day wi
Dante sets out on his jourr

Why does Dante stop tryin
leave the dark wood, ultim
falling deeper into despair

When Virgil arrives, he tell
Dante that he can be his g
through Hell and Purgaton
not Heaven.
show Dante Heaven?

Who sends Virgil from the
regions to find Dante? Wh
he or she ask Virgil to do t|

Give two examples from a
Il n Cant os |
recurrent use of the numb



Catos | & |



WHAT IS A CLASSIC?

A classic Is a text that has a permanent significance, or carries a perm
message, for all generations; its words remain always the same .}9 thei
meanings slowly change by adapting themselves to the needs and @spir
various ages, as we ride on the rhythm of time. In other words, a classic  a
that never belongs to the past but always to the present, and that is, tl}e&f i
always contemporary, a text in which human beings, precisely bégause th y are
human beings, keep rediscovering themselves.
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Catos VI & VI



Catos VI & I X
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DRAWING DANTE

Whatoeg meaifior Sando®irkto be
remappinghis droll and detaile
contemporaspcial observatiormto
Gustav2 o rclassmint? Turntopage
160ofyoupackeianswénisjuestion




Circle 8:THE TEN MALEBOLGE




Reading Comprehension

CIRCLE IX

Which character, or characters, guard the nintl
Hell? How does the guard try to deter intruders

While walking across Cocytus, Dante is alarme

uncanny Dbreeze, askinn
here bel ow?d006 ( XXXI 1|
Danteds question, and

One of the motifs Dante uses thbovigkout the
Comedys the use of the number three. Give tw
from anywhere in CanteXXXIX of this recurren
thematic element.

Who obears the greate
character do that Dante finds so repulsive?

How are Virgil and Dante able to escape from
the sequence of events which lead to them bej
on earthos surface adg



