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Despair: Chapters 1-2



Expressionism refers to a movement that flourished in the first twenty-five years 

of the twentieth century, not only in the literary arts but in dance and painting as 

well. The expressionists lived and worked in Berlin, which is of course Hermann’s 

city too. The expressionist artist or writer undertakes to express a personal 

vision—usually a troubled or tensely emotional vision—of human life and human 

society. This is done by exaggerating and distorting what, according to the norms 

of artistic realism, are objective features of the world, and by embodying violent 

extremes of mood and feeling. The flexible possibilities of the medium made the 

motion picture an important vehicle of German expressionism. Nosferatu: A 

Symphony of Horror is a 1922 German Expressionist horror film, directed by F.W. 

Murnau. The film, shot in 1921 and released in 1922, was an unauthorized 

adaptation of Bram Stoker’s Dracula, with names and other details changed 

because the studio could not obtain the rights to the novel. Stoker’s heirs sued 

over the adaptation, and a court ruling ordered that all copies of the film be 

destroyed. However, one print of Nosferatu survived, and the film came to be 

regarded as an influential masterpiece of cinema.



Despair: Chapter Five



There are many entertaining 

conversations throughout the 

book, and the final scene with 

Felix in the wintry woods is of 

course great fun...
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